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INTRODUCTION
Afghanistan is located in the major routes such as the Silk Road since the ancient times.
The first human settlements in the country are around B.C. 50.000. Urbanization has started in the B.C. 2000 (Griffin, 2002) . The country has been the scene of many battles to date from the time of Alexander the Great (Center for Applied Linguistics, 2002) . Because of the ongoing wars in Afghanistan, country is among the world's most dangerous countries (Olson, 2010) .
Journalism Faculty of Kabul University was founded in 1965. In a long time, theoretical studies have been conducted only. Since 2002, faculty is actively focused on practical education. While most state institutions have inadequate technological infrastructure, computer labs of the faculty has been established. A radio broadcast on the FM band and a monthly magazine of the faculty begun to be published. 19-person staffs of the faculty are taught 560 students. 65 percent of the students consist of men. In faculty, print, audio and visual journalism courses are given since 1986 (Jawad, 2010) .
Printed, audio-visual and digital media in Afghanistan has begun to follow the development of journalism in the world. Pashto and Dari dialect of Persian spoken in Afghanistan are the dominant languages in the media. The Taliban administration has been tightly controlled media between 1996 and 2001. However, restrictions of state decreased step by step and private media also began to develop quickly. According to the ranking in 2011, among 179 countries in terms of media freedom Finland ranked first, Eritrea last, while Turkey ranks 148th, and Afghanistan 150th (Reporters Without Borders, 2011) . Afghanistan is one of the most complex and challenging information environments for journalists. In the country, sometimes the lines between propaganda, intelligence and journalism are blurring.
Journalists who are reporting the activities of the Taliban, even accused by international forces sometimes. In fact, they are subject to physical violence, kidnapping, imprisonment (Gezari, 2011 and Reporters Without Borders, 2010) .
DEVELOPMENT OF THE AFGHAN MEDIA
Sirac-ul-Ahbar, (news lamp) the first newspaper in the country begins publication in 1906, in Dari language. After its first day, publisher stops printing the newspaper. Critical of the friendship between Britain and Afghanistan, Mahmud Tarzi starts broadcasting again in 1911. Mahmud Tarzi is therefore considered in the pioneers of journalism in Afghanistan. In 1919, King Amanullah Khan, giving the name Eman-i-Afghan (Afghan Peace), makes Siracul-Ahbar a government publication. At the same time, special magazines begin publication by different ministries (Saikal et.al, 2006 (Potichnyj, 1988) .
During the Taliban, Afghanistan media are managed with strict laws. Television and music are prohibited because they are seen as morally corrupt (Press Reference, 2002) . In 1998, Taliban encourages the destruction of the TV sets in households (Dartnell, 2006) .
People caught with TV sets, imprisoned and whipped. For these reasons, the media often tries to work in foreign countries. Outside the influence of the Taliban, in northern Afghanistan, Badakhshan Television provides news and movie broadcasts for 3 hours every day around five thousand audience (World of Information, 2004; BBC, 2012) . This television also closed in 1996 and publishing comments, pictures and reader letters prohibited in printed media (Press Reference, 2002) . The only radio station that 70 percent of the people listening, broadcasts only religious content and propaganda, and does not broadcast music (Dartnell, 2006) . Government begins publishing a newspaper in English in 2000, called The Islamic Emirate. The goal of the newspaper is the struggle against the enemy information (ibid.). At that time, because of instability, only Russia, the Czech Republic and Serbia has newsrooms in Kabul (Press Reference, 2002) . Kabul TV center converted into a military base and journalists are not allowed to operate with their foreign counterparts (Dartnell, 2006) . In Hamid Karzai administration, the media in the country changes greatly. Media is growing rapidly in post-Taliban Afghanistan. But quality cannot be expected at the same speed in the broadcasts and publications. Government, has been registered media companies and organizations (Gezari and Flynn, 2010; Gezari, 2011) . With the Taliban's fall, television broadcasts began and many restrictive laws removed. As a result, the Afghanistan media and has 55 journalists around country. The founders of the agency were Afghan journalists working for the Institute for War and Peace Reporting, a London-based NGO which trains journalists in developing countries and conflict fields (Gezari and Flynn, 2010b) . Pajhwok has reporters almost in every area of Afghanistan and broadcasts online news in Dari, Pashto and English (Gezari and Flynn, 2010) . Official agency of Afghan government is Bakhtar News Agency. Afghans in exile established Afghan Islamic Press and Sahaar News agencies in Pakistan. Both before the public and media, Internet and mobile communications are gaining popularity (Siddiqi, 2005) .
Majority of Afghan journalists are men. However, voices of women reporters and editors began to be heard. Women journalists formerly used to make news on only education and health, which are often considered feminine issues. Nowadays, they are working on issues such as modernity and traditions affecting Afghanistan (Gezari, 2011b) . For example, Şükriye Barakzai is advocating women's rights, in weekly magazine Aine-i Zen (Women's Mirror) which is published in two languages. Barakzai is a parliament member selected for the parliament (Wolesi Jirga) at the same time. She is working for a better and free press to achieve a strong democracy and a civil society (Tooth, 2006) .
Publishing And Broadcasting In Afghanistan
Literacy rate in Afghanistan is 28.1 percent and newspapers are also affected from this (CIA World Factbook, 2011) . Throughout the history, most of the newspapers in Afghanistan live in financial difficulty and censorship. Newspapers supported King Zahir Shah until his death. Currently they are supporting the President Hamid Karzai (Pigott, 2007) (Dashty, 2011) . Khaama Press (Khaama.com), founded in 2010, and it is an independent news site.
The Possibility Of Citizen Journalism Or Participatory Journalism In Afghanistan
Citizen journalism is referred as public journalism, participatory journalism or in some cases, street journalism (Witschge, 2009) . As a concept, individuals play an active role in the process of news and information collection, making news, analysis and dissemination (Bowman and Willis, 2003) . Citizen journalism is different than civic journalism. Because it is not performed by professional journalists, but by amateur citizens. Producers of the news content are not journalists, but citizens. (Pichon, 2011; Townsend, 2011) . According to Glaser (2006) , the basic idea is this:
People who has no traditional journalism education or experience can achieve citizen journalism. They can produce news with using modern technology. For example, in a meeting, in a news item, a photo or video they captured may contain newsworthy information. But citizen journalism has been criticized by traditional journalists: Its lack of regulation, subjectivity, amateurism and low quality. Nevertheless, organizations have emerged resounding all over the world, like Avaaz.org and Ushahidi.com by citizen journalists who perform social activism (Land, 2009 ).
Ushahidi is a not-for-profit software organization. It develops free and open source software about information collection, visualization and interactive map production (Ushahidi, 2012) . Ushahidi word means testimony or witness in Swahili language. The organization has developed an online software system after the disputed 2007 presidential election violence in Kenya. Legacy.ushahidi.com web site gathered witness information from SMS and e-mail messages and published in Google Maps (Baree, 2008) . Ushahidi is working on social activism and public accountability with the method of crowdsourcing. In this way, it reveals a model on activist in mapping, i.e., on the combination of citizen journalism, social activism, and location information. Ushahidi offers software products and internet services AJIT-e: Academic Journal of Information Technology ISSN: 1309 -1581 -Yaz 2011 DOI: 10.5824/1309 -1581 8 for local observers, who can transmit status messages over mobile phones or internet and system archive them according to time and place.
Ushahidi software and services are used in following countries: During disasters such as severe winter conditions, storms, earthquakes, floods, forest fires and tsunami in Haiti, Chile, New Zealand, Washington DC, Russia, Japan, the Balkans, and Australia; demonstrators' actions and communications activities in Libya and some Middle Eastern countries; observing corruptions in Macedonia; observing the elections in Mexico and India; during Gaza War by Al-Jazeera television (Wanjiku, 2009; AlJazeera, 2009; Ekine, 2009; Mackey and Corasaniti, 2010) .
CONCLUSION
Afghan journalists played a vital role announcing developments together with the international media while Afghanistan is experiencing hard days. This is important for the development of freedom of media and expression. However, freedom of expression can develop quickly only where democratic professional institutions and open media works are supported. Therefore, support on public and private media and publishing by government of Afghanistan is important.
In the short run, Afghanistan should continue to benefit from training and support programs for the media sector of international organizations. However in the long term, media in the country must be seen as independent and standing on their feet by the international community. Requirements for this include: government must support and strengthen journalism and media education institutions, educational institutions must put all of their efforts in order to let students practice journalism before they graduated, employees in Afghanistan media must be encouraged for continuing education and lifelong learning.
Citizen journalism or participatory journalism practices in Afghanistan is likely to be seen in this case: If the required hardware, software and training infrastructure is provided, and users in a certain level of consciousness are trained. Given the prevalence of mobile phones, organizations such as Ushahidi can be examined in this regard.
In this context, whether in university or primary school level, following conclusions can be drawn efficiently in educational institutions taking these steps: Courses in media literacy and critical thinking can be given; news agency, magazine, newspaper, news web site, radio and television station can be opened and performed in the educational Educators share the responsibility in this regard.
In Afghanistan, environment, conditions and relationships are challenging in terms of free broadcasting. Even so, using the advantages of the new communications media, content, can be transmitted to audience. Individual preferences of journalists, determine the quality and accuracy in the news. Individuals can focus on journalists. Thus, improve free and democratic properties in them like finding and publicizing the truth.
Human beings are creatures of habit and they live in past. However, the future inevitably will occur. Therefore the most appropriate time starting to prepare for the future is now. ISSN: 1309 -1581 -Yaz 2011 DOI: 10.5824/1309 -1581 
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